/A DRIFT 2026-07-23

PROGRAM COST BRIEF . drift.analyticadss.com
Public GAO - CRS - DoD sources

RQ-4 Global Hawk
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ASSESSMENT

Unit cost rose 153%, tripping a critical Nunn-McCurdy breach in 2011 — so the buy fell from 63 (briefly 77) to 45
and the Air Force tried to retire the newest Block 30s the following year. The total still ended 81% over the 2001
estimate, for 18 fewer aircraft.

DOCUMENTED EVENTS
2011 Nunn-McCurdy breach (critical)

SOURCE

GAO-13-294SP, RQ-4A/B assessment pp.113-114 — Program Performance table, constant FY2013 $M: first full estimate 03/2001 $5,548.9M /
63 aircraft vs latest 08/2012 $10,021.0M / 45; PAUC +152.8%; cycle 55 - 125 months. GAO-12-400SP pp.77-78: April 2011 critical Nunn-
McCurdy breach reported to Congress; restructure 77 - 55; Jan 2012 Block 30 termination plan.

Drift — an independent project by Aous Abdo - Analytica DSS (analyticadss.com). Cost growth has many https://drift.analyticadss.com/p/rg-
causes; a larger number is not itself evidence of mismanagement. Methodology: 4.html
drift.analyticadss.com/methodology.html
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