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VH-71 Kestrel
VH-71 · Navy · Lockheed Martin CANCELLED
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ASSESSMENT

The presidential helicopter that roughly doubled ($6.5B → $13B) on requirements creep and concurrency before

Gates cancelled it June 2009 — zero operational aircraft, ~$3.2B sunk.
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2009 Cancelled (Gates)

SOURCE

CRS RS22103 (confirmed): 23 helicopters at $6.5B originally → "over $13B" at cancellation, then-year.

Drift — an independent project by Aous Abdo. Cost growth has many causes; a larger number is not itself
evidence of mismanagement. Methodology: drift.analyticadss.com/methodology.html

https://drift.analyticadss.com/p/vh-
71.html

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/details?prodcode=RS22103

